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The Dervish interjected at this point, saying �Have you not heard that 
the Prophet, peace be upon him, said �I take honour in poverty��:

I said �Silence, since the reference of the lord, peace be upon him, is 
to the poverty of those who belong to the realm of contentment and 
are ready to receive what befalls them, not those who wear Sufi attire 
and sell their allowance grant � God Great and Almighty describes 
those who will enjoy Heaven in the indisputable verses of the Qor�an 
as �the ones who [in this world] enjoy definite provisions.� Hence you 
will know that he whose mind is occupied with the provision of his 
livelihood lacks the grace of serenity.�

The Dervish exploded, the narrator says, and launched an unmiti-
gated attack on the rich, describing them as proud, arrogant, selfish 
and conceited, who regarded the ulama as beggars, and the poor as 
worthless; and just �because of the wealth that they possess and the 
status which they presume to have� they think that they are better 
than everyone else, and do not acknowledge the existence of any-
body besides themselves. The debate continues until the narrator 
introduces the question of ability (or lack thereof) of the two social 
categories to enjoy sexual gratification. He argues that as the rich can 
marry � if they want to, even more than once � their sexual desires 
are satisfied and they are not likely to slip into sinful behaviour. The 
same cannot be said for dervishes who may be tempted to resort to 
sin, since eating and copulation are twin desires such that when one 
is satisfied the other rises.

I heard that they arrested a dervish together with a youth on a charge 
of criminal behaviour. Apart from the shame that the dervish endured 
there was the threat of being stoned to death. He said �O� Muslims, I 
cannot afford to marry, and I am not able to wait, what can I do [?], 
�There is no celibacy in Islam.��

The debate continues:

In the end I put him down and he was left with no argument. He 
lashed his tongue and raised his hand. And it is the habit of the 
ignorant that when they are void of reasoning they resort to hostile 
behaviour � He swore at me and I cursed him. He tore off my collar 
and I grabbed his chin�


